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Rea Queen Charlotte Hospital, London - Pano f o r  Trutees'Bu1leti.n. 

The seven-year grant through t h e  hbdioal Researoh Couuail 

f o r  invest igat ions at  Queen Charlotte Eoepital, London, on maternal 

mortality permitted t h e  planainq of thorough long-term work and 80 

offered attraotive opportunities t o  mor:ipetont s o i e n t i f i o  workers. 

The Hospital au tho r i t i e s  prodded 8r~aoc) i n  t h e  forni of a researoh 

blook and t h e  nursing and other oare f o r  pa t ien ts  ss l so ted  f o r  special  

atuidy and experimental treatment 

In t h e  mrda of Dr. Eellanby,  t h e  seoretary of t h e  British 

E;edioal bsearah Counoll, "no better projeot oould have been aided." 

Three subs tan t ia l  r e su l t s  are t o  t he  ored i t  of Dr. Leonna'd Colebrook 

and hie sarsoaiatea in this study. 

one of t h e  ohlef dangers t o  women in ohildbirth is infeation through 

oontunination from pathogenio germ harbored i n  t h e  noae and t h roa t  of 

attendante,  and t h t  t t d e  danger o m  be great ly  reduoed through t h e  

use of mask8 by attending dootors and nur8e8, 

It ha6 been r h m  oonalurively t h a t  



2. 

TlRo drugs, prontosi l  and eulphonamide, have been a h m  t o  

have a very oonsiderable effeot in t h e  reduotion of mortal i ty  from puer- 

pera l  septicemla due t o  t h e  streptoaoccue. In closely observsd series 

instead of s i x  deaths monq twenty-five pa t ien ts  as t r ea t ed  previouely 

the re  is now only one - a reduotion frm 26 per  cent t o  4 per cent 

Eiortditym 

profit from auoh knowledge the r e s u l t s  m y  be oonaidered aa highly 

valuable. There is t h e  poss ib i l i t y  t h a t  the new drugs oan be used 

ef feo t ive ly  for prevention as w e l l  as f o r  treatment. 

When multiplied by t he  number of hospi ta ls  t h a t  w i l l  

- 
A fu r the r  return whioh i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  unprediotable advan- 

tages  of enabling oompetent persons t o  work under effeotivls oonditions 

i8 the following - One I'onday niornlng speoimena of ur ine from fim 

d i f f e ren t  pa t ien ts  were examined after a delay greater  than was urrual. 

Four were oloudy with t h e  baoterial growth t o  be expeoted under suoh 

oira\mL8tBnoes. One was clear and apparently f r ee  frori. growth - somebody 

wondered why and t e s t ed  the exoeptional speaimen further out of i n t e l l i -  

gent ouriosity. I t  shawsd a ohemioal sub~ltanoe whioh appears when a f a t  

person i a  l i v ing  on her fat - i.em, not taking other food. 

t he  observsr wondered, '"then why not t r y  giving notliing but f a t  t o  per- 

sona nZth infeotions of t h e  bladder, for t he  urine thus modified might 

e n t i r e l y  disoourage the  growth of gsma i n  t he  u r i ~ ~ a q  t rao t?"  

attended the  applioation of t h i s  hypothesis and from t h i e  seven-year 

grant i n  the  f i e l d  of obstetr ioe has developed a f o m  of treatment f o r  

o y s t i t i s  whioh beoause of its simplicity and effeotiveness will find 

inorerising applioation broadly i n  nxtdioine throughout the oiv i l iced  

world. 

And then 

Susaess 

The new drug treatment of puerperal aeptioenia ray also be used 
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i n  generalized infootions other than those aesooiated with ohild- 

birth. 

In oommnt upon the projeot at the  Queen Charlotte fIospital 

the following factors haw played a aonsiderable role: 

gence, irragination, and tenaaity of the researah staff; the relatively 

large promise of a f i e l d  of study none t o o  w e l l  explored hitherto; 

and t h e  length and adequaoy of the grant (oeven yeare, &15,000 a year). 

To Dr .  Colsbrook and hi8 oollaborators t he  prinoipal credit ia, due, 

and t o  the nianagemnt of Queen Charlotte Hospital. 

the i n t e l l i -  


